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Volunteers bring food and a smile to area’s homebound

By Jess Pamiszczyn

Wearning buttons and waving
pompoms, Citi emplovyees filled a
company parking lot in Irving with
enthusiasm as hundreds of employ-
ees volunteered to deliver food for
the annual Visiting Nurses
Association’s Meals on Wheels
program. Because of a shortage of
volunteers, paid drivers deliver
more than 200 Meals on Wheels
routes in Dallas County. Citt’s vol-
unteer effort, kmown as Deliver
Dallas. provides meals for indi-
viduals included in paid routes.

“Ower 200 Citi volunteers are
going to be taking part in the activ-
ity today,” said Steve Hemperly, an
Executive Vice President for Citi.
“This 15 the 11th year Citi has par-
ticipated in the WVINA Meals on
Wheels program_ To this point. our
participation has equaled owver
99,000 vohmteer days, which is yust
phenomenal. Qur volunteers are
going to be delivering meals on 323
separate routes throughout Dallas
County.

“Ilness, disability and frail-
ness make 1t difficult for some mem-

bers of our commumity to prepare
their own meals. In the old days, a
lot of people would rely on loving
family members or friendly neigh-
bors in order to fill the void that
we are filling today.

“With the assistance of com-
munity volunteers. Meals on
Wheels delivers more than 32 000
hot meals each day to hemebound
elderly and disabled persons in
Dallas County.”

Robert Carpenter, CEQ of the
Visiting Nurses Association, spoke
with Citi velunteers prior to the
start of Deliver Dallas and stressed
the importance of delivering meals.

“Orur service covers all of Dal-
las County. and there are over
20,000 seniors who are prisoners
in their own home.” Mr. Carpenter
sald. “They can’t drive, they don’t
have a wvehicle, they can’t cook.
they can’t stand or maybe they
have arthritis and can’t open a can
of food. We have that many people
relying on semeone brmging food
to them.

“Volunteers enable us to get
food to these people. Through
today s event. over 200 routes will

be delivered. That represents 1.500
meals.

“I hope that those volunteer-
ing today recognize that other
people have needs greater than
they do. They are sharing their
blessings with people who are less
fortunate. That in and of itselfis a
reward they will get. and they will
realize they have done something
good.” he said.

Wolunteer, Ben Sandoval. usa-
ally handles corporate complaints
for Citi, but he was willing to forego
the excitement of his daily routine
to help others.

“Wolunteering allows me to get
out and work in the commmunity. I
hope the people we meet today un-
derstand that there are actually
people out there willing to help. A
lot of times people den’t feel there
is somebody out there to help them.
There are organizations and people
who want to help others in need.

“Welunteering helps me feel
good as a person. because I am
doing something good. And it 1s
beneficial to these who don’t have
the help or the family support they
need,” Mr. Sandoval said.
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Speaking to the day*s volunteers, Robert Carpenter, CEO of the

Visiting Nurses Association, stresses the importance of delivering

meals to homebound individuals.

Nylo announces management

Provided by Lindsay Stout
MNYLO Hotels, which 1s sched-
uled to open it3 second Diallas-Ft.
Worth property this summer, an-
nounces the management team for
the NYLO Dallas / Las Cohnas bou-
dgue hotel, including General Man-
ager. Brad Azshmore; Area Execu-
tive Chef, Wiley E. Bates ITI; Direc-
tor of Food and Bewverage. Jose

Citizens can make their opinions known

Continued from page 1

mre that has made Irving so sue-
cessful, but that we do everything
in our power to puarantee the con-
timed growth and development
the future,” said Carter Holstom,
Chamber Chairman of the Board.
Recently, discussions re-
volved around the development of
a Cotron Belt station along the Or-
ange Line. With a variety of options
on the table for this final phase. the
Chamber’s stance has been clear
throughout the process. Several
options for this final phase have
been discussed, but only two op-

tions meet the specific require-
ments that the Chamber and the
business commmunity have set forth
- the original option and the first
phase of the newly proposed
phased approach.

The DART staff is cwrently
recommending a new phased ap-
proach, which entails a three-phase
plan for this final segment that has
the Orange Line going directly into
Terminals A and B and maintains
the original 2013 schedule, as well
as including a Cotton Belt station.
The first phase follows clozely the
original Orange Line plan and takes
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the train into the airpert to a Termm-
nal A and B station. At a later time,_
a potential phase 2, would connect
the Orange Line to the Cotton Belt
rail line. Phase 3 will reconnect the
Cotton Belt station to the Orange
Line as it enters the Airport. Once
completed, every third tram from
the airport would travel to the Cot-
ton Belr station before contiming
on to Irving and eventually Dallas.

*This phased approach incor-
porates Irving s request for a di-
rect comnection to Terminals A and
B.” said Chris Wallace, Chamber
President/CEO. “The imitial pro-
posal looks reasonable, but like all
options suggested so far, we are
carefully studying and reviewing
this phased approach to make sure
that it meets the needs of Irving’s
businesses and that the proposal
is economically equitable for Irv-
ng.

“The Orange Line, Downtown
Dallas to the airport, should have
been one of the very first lines
DAPRT bult. Irving and Drallas have
paid into DART for mamy years.

“If the Orange Line stops in
Grapevine between the Amrport and
Irving with no direct line available,
they could incentivize transit ori-
ented developments (TODs) to
build near the Grapevine station.
We have TODs already planned
along the Orange Line. We don’t
want to do anything that could
negatively impact our TODs.

“Not having a direct route to
the Awrport could also negatively
impact DART. The more success-
ful our TOD: are, the more success-
ful DART 1s. That represents mora
money into their system.

“DART wants our TODs to be

successful, becanze we are a mem-
ber city. From a business stand-
point. a lot of our dewvelopment
along the Orange Line is depend-
ing cn the fastest, most direct route
from Terminals A and B.” he said.

Failing to connect the Orange
Line on schedule could negatively
impact Ir'ving, Diallas and DART.

“If DART doesn 't connect the
Orange Line to the airport by 2013,
that could have a big impact on our
planmmg for TODs. Developers are
commutted and are moving forward
with the plan that they will have a
light rail along their businesses to
connect with the airport by Decem-
ber 2013,” Mr. Wallace said.

“From what I understand, the
DAFRT Board 1s going to adept a
resolution on June 23 that basically
says they are moving forward with
the phased approach, which is the
first direct connection into A and
B, which is what we want. We are
asking that they also place mto the
resolution that any future build out
of any other line off of the Orange
Line would have to go threugh the
same rigorous, due diligence pro-
cess that any other line in the sys-
tem goes through.

“Since joining DART, Irving
has contributed at least 5834 muil-
lion to DART and spent vears put-
ting together mors than $4£ ballien
worth of planned development
projects along the line’s future foot-
Pprimt.

“Irving has been proactive
and diligent from recruiting busi-
nesses to beginming work on a con-
vention and entertainment complex
with the understanding that the
rains would directly connect Dial-
las to DVE'W Airport through Irv-
ing, any change in that direct con-

Niateo: and Front Office Director,
Michelle Fojas.

“As we look to open our
brand’s third hotel this year, we
continue to frcus on recruiting ex-
pernienced talent that complements
our unigue style and one-of-a-kind
experience,” said Pamick O Neil ex-
ecutive vice president operations.

to DART

nection to the Amrport would nega-
tvely affect economic develop-
ment m the Las Colmas Urban Cen-
ter. the areas sumrounding the Or-
ange Line and would additionally
mmpact other parts of Dallas County
including the Dallas Hospital Dis-
trict. Amencan Airlines Center and
of course Downtown Dallas.” he
said.

The Chamber 1s also confident
that unless one of these two direct
connect options is selected, devel-
cpment opportunities cutside the
DAFRT service area would occur.
These types of developments
would negatively effect the srowth
of sales tax needed to help pay for
the construction, operation and
mamtenance of the DART rail lines
and could compete with Irving’s
transit-criented development.

In an effort to ensure that
Irving’s requirements are collec-
tively presented to DART, the Irv-
g Economic Development Part-
nership is coordinating busses for
Orange Line Stakeholders to attend
two Important upcoming mestings
at DART. On June 17, DART wnll
be hosting a public forum for the
Orange Line at 6:30 p.m., and the
DART Board Meeting, where a vote
will be taken on Orange Line op-
tions, will be on June 23, at 6:30
pm. The Irving Economic Devel-
opment Partnership is sponsoring
busses for both of these meetings
and they will depart on those re-
spective dates from the Las Colinas
Country Club parking lot. 4400 N.
O’ Connor Blvd.. at 5 pm.

If yvou would like to ride a bus
on these two dates, please register
online with the Chamber at
www.arvingchamber.com, or call
2142178484,



